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we can grant him: a personality such as Werther's was impossible in antiquity. It is indeed a product of modern Christian civilisation. It required many centuries of a previous development, which, by means of fleeing from the world, turning away from material things, striving after heavenly happiness, penetrating self-observation and examination, produced a depth and refinement of soul-life of which antiquity had no conception. In Germany it was pietism which, a century before Werther, had fanned that Christian movement toward subjective study of the individual to a new enthusiasm. If, then, any city was predestined to be the birthplace of Werther, it was Frankfort, the birthplace of pietism. Even if this spiritual development brought along with the refinement of the soul-life an effeminacy, a transcending of the real, and many a form of dangerous degeneration, nevertheless it remained the source of great progress in humanity. And Lessing would have recognised this immediately if he had remembered that the same "manliness/1 which did not take unhappy love tragically, also had no sympathy with the lot of a slave or barbarian, while Werther pities every worm which he unintentionally crushes beneath his feet. If the eighteenth century had desired to rear a monument to the long process of civilisation which had furnished mankind with a wholly new depth of feeling and knowledge of the soul, it could not have found a more pregnant or more beautiful one than Werther. And from this standpoint the novel is a great historical document in a still broader sense than if it be considered merely as the most faithful reflection of an important mood of the time.
The storm 48 unchained lashed the sea to fury far and wide. Floods of tears were shed over Werther's fate, and men sought to think and feel as he did. Sentimental youths adopted his costume ("blue frock coat, and yellow waistcoat and breeches). Young wives grew melancholy over their prosy husbands and longed for lovers like Werther. Werther and Lotte became a theme of song. Werther urns were set up. The real sources of the work were